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West Lothian Volunteer Network
Tuesday July 29th 2pm (online)

Chair: Linden Raeburn (West Lothian Council) Linden.Raeburn@westlothian.gov.uk
Note Taker: Victoria Isbister (VSGWL) Victoria.Isbister@VSGWL.org
Apologies: Gina and Aynsley (WLC), Ray Fallan (VSGWL)
Present: Sandra Stark (OPAL), Claire Garton (NHS), Elizabeth Campbell (HCL), Jenifer Harley (Team Jak), Susan Proudfoot (CAB)


1. Welcome and Apologies
Linden opened the meeting. 

1. Last minutes and previous actions
· Look at contact information for WLVN / publicity, is it easy to find? Feedback had been received that it was difficult to find information on WLVN. It is on Gateway website: West Lothian Volunteer Network - Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian and Facebook
· ShinEtsu in Livingston: Aynsley will have a stall at employer event start of October. Will have opportunity to chat with people and perhaps to give presentation. Happy to take leaflets on behalf of organisations. Action
· Email out course dates – Aynsley / Victoria – completed

1. PVG Updates
HCL employed 2 new drivers - 8 weeks and they have not yet received PVG. Volume and time to process has been cited. 4 weeks is time frame they expected. One driver has said he might not progress as volunteer as HCL have not been able to confirm his start date. Linden said it would be good to have an opportunity to feedback experiences. Some delay can be down to new process – that individuals need to create an account to apply. Organisations then reliant on people sharing information. Apply to the PVG scheme - mygov.scot

1. Volunteer Celebration Event – WL College, November / January
Linden has spoken to the college and has a new contact; the person she had been emailing had left. Now waiting on confirmation of hall which will set event date. Regularly meeting subgroup will then need scheduled to make plans and make decisions. Game suggestion: People bingo.

1. Volunteer Fayre/s – January 2026
Decision to defer until later in the year to discuss further.



1. Service Updates inc Volunteer celebrations: awards and successes
· VSGWL: Homepage - West Lothian Locator, Suicide Prevention event August 26th 2pm at The Gateway. Tracy is offering 1:1 funding chats to discuss all the tools available:  Home | West Lothian 4 Community. Mental Health forum – Some organisations feel this is needed so we will be looking for feedback from organisations about what this might look like. Currently working on Communities Mental Health and Wellbeing fund – see further info below.
· NHS: Recruitment now at certain times of the year. Maximum of 140 reached during June/July. Focus now on interviewing, training, placements, support. Discussion about importance of quality support. 
· HCL: Have brand new service leaflets. Get in touch if you would like any copies : elizabeth.campbell@handicabs.org.uk 
· CAB: Not actively recruiting. Getting existing volunteers through training.
· Team Jak: Busy time over summer. Few high school volunteers. Themed Lunch clubs for families. Emergency services last week – always popular. End of Summer party August 10th. 
· OPAL: Pauline Moffat has returned as service manager. Billie Hamilton is moving on to Whitburn CDT at the start of August, we wish her all the best. Had a stall at Pride event. Billie is doing a stall week on Saturday at the market. Various groups ongoing including Men and singing at the community hub. Resource library available. Recently got 5 1:1 befriending volunteers.
· Could we make up WLVN pack with everyone’s leaflets? There is a focus on Fauldhouse just now to reduce anti-social behaviour. Would it be useful to attend local events such as Spark in the Park and Pride.  Action
· WLC: Pathways: if you can offer a placement get in touch. Will be offering 10 hours SVQ Volunteer. Investors in volunteers renewal quoted £2000. Based on how many volunteers and number of staff. Advice UK are looking for volunteer stories with any difficulties about the benefit system, stories

1. AOCB none

1. Next meeting date – last Tuesday of the month 2pm online

1. Volunteer expenses subgroup: Linden has looked out WLC volunteer expenses policy. Agreement that everyone looks out their policy out so we can work to form a concise shared document. Action







Communities Mental Health and Wellbeing Fund
Year 5 - £465k
· £93k available for Year 5 (1 year only) projects
· £372k available for Year 5 & 6 (2-year projects) (Year 6 subject to formal Scottish Govt confirmation) 
Application timeline
· Opens Mon 1 September 
· Closes Noon, Mon 6 Oct
Project activity timeline
· Year 5 – 1/4/26-31/3/27
· Years 5&6 – 1/4/16 – 31/3/28
Further information
· Online Funding Q&A session will be held at 9.30 on Wed 3 September


	August 26th
	WLC Volunteering (Linden)
	

	September 30th
	Community Benefits Gateway (Tracy, VSGWL)
	Volunteer Training

	October 28th
	
	Volunteer retainment

	November 25th
	Volunteer Scotland TBC
	



Actions
1. If you would like Aynsley to take Organisation leaflet to event in Livingston please contact: Aynsley.Douglas@westlothian.gov.uk
2. Make up a WLVN pack – which can be taken to events – all to consider what this may look like
3. What events would be useful to ‘have a stall’ at – all members 
4. Look out volunteer expenses document – all members
5. WLVN banner – consider whether this would be useful to have to promote network

WLVN Celebration event draft agenda
Date: November or January
Location: WL College
Arrival 
Welcome
Afternoon tea at table – cost per head
Guest speakers: WLVN rep and ?
Game: Bingo? 
Presentation of certificates – who?
Photos – social media tag / theme
[bookmark: _Hlk14778167][bookmark: _Hlk14778168][bookmark: _Hlk14778169][bookmark: _Hlk14778170][bookmark: _Hlk14778171][bookmark: _Hlk14778172][bookmark: _Hlk14778173][bookmark: _Hlk14778174][bookmark: _Hlk14778175][bookmark: _Hlk14778176][bookmark: _Hlk14778177][bookmark: _Hlk14778178][bookmark: _Hlk14778179][bookmark: _Hlk14778180]VOLUNTARY SECTOR GATEWAY WEST LOTHIAN                     
20-22 King Street, Bathgate, West Lothian, EH48 1AX  
Tel: 01506 650111          Fax: 01506 650222       Email: vsg@vsgwl.org        Web site: www.vsgwl.org
[image: Investing in Volunteers]    							                            [image: C:\Users\George\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\Logo_EFQM_Com.Excel_RGB.JPG]              
Company Limited by Guarantee SC 244154                                                                                     Scottish Charity No. SC 027612

[bookmark: _Hlk14778116][bookmark: _Hlk14778117]Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian                     
20-22 King Street, BATHGATE, West Lothian EH48 1AX    	   
Tel: 01506 650111	Email: vsg@vsgwl.org                   Web site: www.voluntarysectorgateway.org
   							                                          
Company Limited by Guarantee SC 244154                                                                                     Scottish Charity No. SC 027612
image1.png




image2.png
THE GATEWAY

ry Sector Gateway West Lothiar




image3.jpeg
\éEU NTARY SECTOR
GATEWA

West Lothiar




image4.png
"% Investing

In Volunteers

1'"0;\"‘

o




image5.jpeg
EFQM B

Committed to excellence




