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Third Sector Forum: Children and Families 
Tuesday January 20th 2.30pm 
Present: Tracy Kerr and Victoria Isbister (VSGWL), Sharlene Boyd (WLC), Collette Moran (School Bank), Craig Paterson (CAB)
Apologies: Hazel Tyson (Circle), Fiona Brown (WLDAS), Wilma Murray (COWL)

1. Welcome and Apologies
Helen opened the meeting. Number of apologies and events. Craig introduced himself as project lead now that Karen Nailen has moved job and Louise Crozier in CEO role.

2. Agency Presentation: None arranged

3. Action note from previous meeting 11.11 actions and matters arising.
· Meeting is Sept 22nd not Sept 21st and July date is 21st. Minutes accepted.
· YGAM Training session at The Gateway – Thanks to Tracy 
· Early Help Training session booked for 22 April 1.30 – 4.30. Min 12 people in person or will be online. 
· Email PIP advocate recruitment packs – Victoria / Caroline (completed)
· Do members want online only meetings going forward? Members present felt online only better for resources e.g. 4 staff at School Bank which makes it difficult to travel however in person advantages acknowledged. Action VI
· Share Journey mapping link – Helen (Completed, no further update)
4. In work poverty project update: CAB
Stats submitted directly online. Project ongoing - 2 years funding. Extension to financial inclusion work. 100k financial gains i.e. fuel vouchers.

5. Feedback from other meetings 
a. Children & Families Strategic Planning group meeting: Engagement phase of new children services plan. Stadium event tomorrow. Encouraging questionnaire completion to gather feedback – online and paper. Developing the West Lothian Children’s Services Plan 2026-2029 - Your Feedback Action 
b. Alcohol Drug Partnership: New meeting dates scheduled and settled regularly which aids information sharing. Uncertainty around project funding as end of March approaches.
c. Community Safety group: No serious youth issue reports over festive period. 
d. Food Network: Trustees meeting tomorrow. Full meeting in 2 weeks to discuss the way forward.
e. Climate Action Group: News - West Lothian Climate Action Network
f. Child Poverty Steering Group: 3-year project funded until end of Sept 2026 by family advice in community team. Pre-birth – 15 years. 340 families supported in 6 months.  48 referrals. Update not due until April as data gathered 6 monthly. Project running well overall.
g. Social Enterprise: BRAG Study visit on 27th. Support from Raymond Branton

6. The Promise (Caroline): PIP advocate information emailed.

7. Mental Health Oversight Group: Moving forward. Event last year was well attended, positive networking opportunity, useful case studies.

8. Whole Family Wellbeing Fund: Progressing. Small amounts of money from projects which haven’t continued. Meeting upcoming.

9. Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian 
· Decisions communicated regarding Communities mental health and wellbeing fund year 5 and 6.
· Tracy had a conversation with Callum and Bronwyn, Biodiversity Rangers, who have opportunities for young people e.g. Duke of Edinburgh
· What’s on Where Guide delivered today to The Gateway: Ageing adults 
· We will be doing something for Earth hour in March – has anyone done anything, open to ideas and feedback
· Third Sector Strategy Group - Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian

10. Members updates
· School Bank: Winter clothes still available through referrals. Oct-Dec 632 uniform packs provided in WL which included winter jackets and footwear. Up 40% from last year. Who We Are - SchoolBank
· WLYAP: New premises, 3rd floor, Stadium House. Positive move and accessible.

11.  2026 meetings: Mar 17 (Online 1pm) / May 19 (in person networking Stadium house, plenty parking) / July 21st / Sept 22nd / Nov 17th – discuss potential locations Action

12.  AOCB None

Actions
1. Victoria to email all members about dates and locations of meetings
2. Reshare Questionnaire – VI/SB (Completed)
Room Hire - Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian
Sign up to our e-bulletin - Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian
Home | West Lothian 4 Community (Funding tool)
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