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Third Sector Employability Forum    
Thursday March 5th at 1.30pm
Hybrid: / 20-22 King Street, Bathgate, EH48 1AX
Chair: Liyan Adnan (VSGWL)
Present: Steph Bryce (Kidzeco), Andy Thompson (Street League), Angela Moohan (The Larder), Fin Russell (Impact Arts), Scot Smith (Routes to Work), Sam (SDS), Simon Henderson (Simply Play). 
Apologies: Tracy Murdoch (Kidzeco), Adam Brown (Street League), Hayley Ghillies (The Larder), Alan McCloskey (VSGWL), Gareth McKenna (BUSC)

1. Welcome, Apologies and Introductions: Liyan opened the meeting.

2. Previous minutes (8th Jan): Actions and matters arising: Street league flyer. 

3. Council and LEP updates 
Clare thanked group for invite following George’s retirement (no update on replacement). 
· No grant offer received yet for NOLB (no-one left behind) but have received letter of comfort 26/27 which allows WLC to discuss LEP investment plan. Once finalised (hopefully end of March) it will be taken to PDSP. Will consider what worked well and identify gaps in provision (then who is best placed to fulfil). Evaluated every quarter. 
· Last LEP meeting analysed what had been funded previously. Partners and services gave 2min overviews on what they had been funded to deliver and what had been provided. Presentation from Jill Staniforth on current WL economic challenges which is helpful in considering where to position resources. Presentation on Scottish Government reporting requirements. 
· Comment: LEP structure much improved, request for stats and data. Suggestion that forum self-evaluate privately – what hasn’t gone well, where can we improve.  Action LA
· Consortiums are a great opportunity to bring money into WL. 
· Shared Prosperity fund finishes March 30th. Waiting for details on regional local growth funding. Pride and Place: Fauldhouse, Blackburn and Whitburn (fund allocation will be decided by community).
· Question on the current economic challenges in West Lothian: one example is that youth unemployment remains high. Look to align opportunities with areas which have job growth. Clare happy to return and discuss or ask Jill Staniford to do presentation Action CS/LA 
· Question on opportunities (& money) for the third sector? And how to get involved? WLC identify what is needed then see who is best positioned to deliver. Three partners here today already delivering (these services were extended for 3 months while Council waiting for grant offer letters). 

4. Guest Speaker: Skills Development Service: Sam Morgan
Please see presentation. Sam is a career advisor and explained that young people are the expert in their own journey. Advisors coach and facilitate. 
· The world of work is changing (and has changed) 
· Career management skills: creating resilient young people.
· Coaching approach
· School delivery figures 24/25
· Apprenticeships: Foundation (S5/S6 through school), Modern (Post school, contract of employment with college training element), Graduate (contract of employment with university training element – degree qualification). WLC run college and have work-based partnerships. Legitimate businesses can be supported to set up modern apprenticeships by SDS.
· My World of Work | My World of Work
· Skills Development Scotland - Skills Development Scotland
· Apprenticeships in Scotland | Apprenticeships.scot
Liyan thanked Sam for coming and spoke about strengthening partnerships. Samuel.Morgan@sds.co.uk Get in touch with Sam with any questions.

5. Reflection of Members
· How can Third Sector (TS) contribute to LEP investment plan?
· How can TS bid for funding? 
· What was discussed at the LEP strategy day in October? 
· What are TS priorities? (request to review forum Terms of reference)
· Angela explained current WL consortium partners and encouraged notes of interest and partnership working (discouraging competition).
· Discussion around LEP structure and purpose. 

6. Service Updates
· VSGWL: DYW event Mar 27th. Alan and Liyan consistently representing TS voice. 
· Practitioner meeting this morning: Difference of opinion on how to gatekeep data and share opportunities. Could be useful vehicle for opinion.

7. AOCB: none
Actions
· Claire will send Jill’s slides for circulation – CS / LA
· Invite Jill to future meeting – CS / LA
· Circulate invitation to DYW event 12.30 - LA
· Circulate invitation to DWP Youth Health and Employability event: March 26th – LA
· Review TOR at next meeting – added to next agenda – VI (completed)
Note: dates for future meetings are provisional as LEP meeting schedule may change.
	Forum Meeting 
	LEP Meeting

	April 30th – The Larder
	May 7th

	June 25th
	July 2nd

	August 20th
	August 27th

	October 15th
	October 22nd

	December 10th
	December 17th

	February 4th
	February 11th

	April 1st
	April 8th



Useful links      	Home | West Lothian 4 Community
Room Hire - Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian
Sign up to our e-bulletin - Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian

Minutes recorded by Victoria Isbister, VSGWL Sector Support Assistant
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