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Third Sector Strategy Group Forum 
Thursday 29th January 1.30pm *Hybrid* 20-22 King Street, Bathgate, EH48 1AX
Present: Alan McCloskey, Stuart Barrie, Liyan Adnan and Victoria Isbister (VSGWL), Jamie Seery (50+ Network), Jocelyn Lockhart (WLCAN), David MacDonald (Whitburn CDT), Kathleen Neilly (WL Foodbank), Clare Stewart and Lesley Montague (WLC), Simon Henderson (Simply Play), Helen Davis (WLYAP)
Apologies: June Dickson (Environmental Health CIC), Karen Campbell (MHAP), Beth MacLean (Health In Mind), Gareth Mckenna (BUSC), Collette Moran (School bank), Tracy Kerr (VSGWL), Tracy Murdoch (Kidzeco)

1. Welcome and Apologies
Louise opened the meeting and everyone introduced themselves.

2. Presentation: PDSPs: Clare Stewart, Job title
Thanks to Clare for presenting an overview of Policy Development Scrutiny Panels (PDSPs). This decision-making structure was introduced ten years ago to empower the sector and designed to review policies. Third sector attendance at PDSP’s can be intermittent and having vice reps was encouraged. Action Clare explained how decisions are made and the roles and remits of the 7 PDSPs and how they are related to different tiers of governance. It’s a representative body where all members are equal. Comments and questions are encouraged from the third sector.  Some examples of types of business covered were given.
	Anyone welcome in the public gallery within the Council Chambers. Meetings are streamed live. It can be overwhelming – there are a lot of television screens. Support available prior to attendance, get in touch. Carole is now longer able to continue as Environment rep and Jocelyn’s nomination will go to the chair. People represent the Sector, not their organisation. VSGWL hold a mailing list and email papers. Next week special PDSP’s. 
Dates and papers: West Lothian Council Committee Information - Calendar
West Lothian Council committees - YouTube
Policy Development Scrutiny Panels (PDSP) - Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian

3. Presentation: Cathy Benwell: A Good thing 
A Good Thing | Send less to landfill and more to a good cause
Cathy is a co-founder of this CIC which is an easy-to-use circular economy online platform to minimise waste by sending less to landfill. Anything (legal!) can be donated including broken items (as this can be something people can use). Wide variety of items donated examples given include paint, giant puppet, crockery. 
339+ businesses signed up last year, 2,622 matches made. 3,581 UK charities on board. Great UK coverage. Charity need is new aspect where charities can request what they need. 4 categories: registered charities, CIC, Community benefit societies, any organisation registered with HMRC charitable for tax purposes. Reviewing this criteria in response to queries. Schools not eligible however parent councils are. Balance between charities and businesses within local area.

4. Action note from previous meeting, actions and matters arising: None.

5. Council / Sector working group updates and discussion on ideas / plans
At the Council Executive meeting there was a discussion around the 10,000 responses received about the council budget consultation. 28,000 comments and 40 organisations listed. Details will be discussed in next weeks special PDSPs. West Lothian Council Budget Consultation – Update for the Third Sector - Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian
Third sector working group met last week to discuss annual report and the survey responses in relation to third sector. Alan will be requesting an uplift as the third sector has not had increase since 2018. VSGWL, Simply Play and Whitburn CDT responses were not listed, which was disappointing, and communication was noted as poor. 
Annual Report focus this year is on Social Enterprise and CDT’s. Raymond Branton is compiling for presentation at Economy PDSP in June.

6. VSGWL report 
Community Mental Health and Wellbeing Fund: All organisations have been informed. 76 applications requesting 1.6million. Independent panel made recommendations to award over 40 organisations. Hope to publish awards next week, waiting for 2 grant offer letters being returned. After the application process, during consultation, Scottish Government awarded an additional £94,000 for one-year awards.
UK Shared Prosperity Fund finishes March 31st. Growth Fund – allocation of £140 million to 8 economic partnerships in Scotland to drive economic growth. Unknown exactly how much will come to West Lothian. Whitburn, Blackburn and Fauldhouse will benefit from Pride in Place following recommendation by the Council. Investing in communities fund will be extended until next year.
£140m Scottish Local Growth Fund to drive economic growth   - GOV.UK
Pride in Place - GOV.UK
VSGWL Stakeholder survey asked for more networking opportunities so we have been asking members whether they would like forum’s held out with The Gateway. Tracy, partnership and membership officer, will be visiting several organisations at operational level to find out how we can offer support and Alan is providing CEO support to some of the bigger groups.

7. Forum / Sector updates
a. WL Food Network
Board meeting last week and full meeting next week: focus is on delivering Ministry of Food (Jamie Oliver) - who will be trained and where. 


b. Social Enterprise
Met yesterday at SMILE Counselling. Raymond organising study visit to GECCo – details below. Positive feedback from BRAG visit 27.01.
c. Employability forum
Liyan has completed mapping exercise to link clients and practitioners across west Lothian. LEP are happy for Liyan to progress proposal for digital employability hub as part of annual investment plan. Practitioner’s forum met for first time yesterday and was the first one of its kind in Scotland involving people from different services. Will meet every 6 weeks prior to LEP to allow opportunity for practitioners to feed into decision, influence decision making. Organising event with DYW to showcase third sector offerings in March.  
d. WL Volunteer Network: meeting 4 times a year, next meeting is February.
e. Positive Ageing Forum (formerly OPP): Met in Nov, member updates.
f. Children and Families (Helen) 
Offer made to members to hold forum meetings in third sector. Developing the West Lothian Children’s Services Plan 2026-2029 - Your Feedback
g. WL Climate Action Network
Events from June 24, 2024 – May 26, 2025 – West Lothian Climate Action Network Event next week 4th February at WL College inc tour of eco house. Had first circular economy meeting – next one is April. Brief consultation on government strategy. Feb 18th volunteering meeting at VSGWL. Growers Forum with Whitburn CDT at The Brock. Eco fund 5 just closed. 
h. CDT Forum: Agreed strategy and will be engaging closer with VSGWL. 
i. WL Race Forum: No update 
j. PDSP reps’ updates: Helen said she would very much welcome comments and questions from any / all members in relation to Community Safety PDSP which she attends having never had any but has a wish to contribute. Papers are published 4 days prior to meeting which doesn’t give the sector a lot of time to read and respond. Action VI/SB 

8. AOCB
· School bank: Our referrals over the winter were up 39% between beg Oct and end of Dec so we are still on catch up. Please let the meeting know that if there are kids out there that need help with uniform, winter jackets and sturdy footwear - we are here, able to help.
· Social enterprise: GECCo is a cooperative of place‑based Development Trusts, anchored in communities across Glasgow. Their unique model allows for place-based delivery, with a stronger collective voice for strategy and funding. It allows then to share our existing services, build on these collectively and share resource, maximising opportunities across the city. Communities face social and economic challenges, yet funding and policy are often designed at scale and disconnected from local reality — leading to fragmented delivery and missed impact, especially for people furthest from the labour market. GECCo bridges that gap. Our members are embedded in the heart of their communities, trusted and accountable. Through the cooperative, we align that local expertise into co‑ordinated, city‑wide delivery — particularly in employability of which we have been delivering projects since 2015 through DWP, ESF and NOLB.
Actions
1. Look at providing executive summary PDSP – SB/VI
Any member who wishes to act as PDSP deputy please get in touch
Any member wishing anything shared, please email Victoria.
Funding tool: Home | West Lothian 4 Community
Home - Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian
Third Sector Community Support Fund - West Lothian Council

Social Work December: Items 5-10: nothing of note, Item 11: Pg9 of the plan: to ensure this identification also includes young carers. Another indicative measure in the 'prevention and early intervention' section could be referral/promotion to community-based solutions via CoWL. Item 12: nothing huge to add here apart from recognising the significant involvement the third sector has in the dementia pathway and, as WLs demographic data ages in the coming years, it's importance will grow.


Policy Development Scrutiny Panels (PDSP) - Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian 
	PDSP
	Rep
	Org
	Date

	Corporate policy and resources
	Stuart Barrie
	VSGWL
	Feb 6th

	Education
	Simon Henderson
	Simply Play
	Feb 3rd

	Housing Services
	Silence Chihuri
	FJSS
	

	Public and Community Safety
	Helen Davis
	WLYAP
	Feb 4th

	Social Work & Health
	Mike Niles
	Carers of WL
	Feb 6th

	Environment and Sustainability
	Jocelyn Lockart TBD
	WLCAN
	Feb 5th

	Economy Empowerment and Wealth building
	Alan McCloskey
	VSGWL
	Feb 4th




Minutes by Victoria Isbister, Sector Support Assistant, VSGWL
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