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Third Sector Strategy Group Forum 
Thursday March 26th 1.30pm *Hybrid* Broxburn United Sports Club
Present: Jane Masters (Play Works), Gareth McKenna and Alan Chambers (BUSC), Leoncha Leavy (SP), Jamie Seery (50+), Collette Moran (School Bank), David MacDonald (Whitburn CDT), Stuart Barrie & Liyan Adnan (VSGWL), Jocelyn Lockart (WLCAN)
Apologies: Louise Crozier (CAB), Kathleen (WL Foodbank), Simon Henderson (Play Works), June Dickson (Environmental Health CIC)
1. Welcome and Apologies
Alan welcomed everyone to Broxburn United Sports Club and thanked Gareth for hosting the forum. More networking opportunities were requested from the members survey last year. Please get in touch if you would like us to come to you! 

2. Action note from previous meeting, actions and matters arising.
Stuart and Victoria have discussed PDSP feedback.

3. Agency Presentation: Dionne: Good Fundraising
Dionne spoke about the panel and their role in fundraising regulation: core functions, fundraising in Scotland and the system of self-regulation. Three stage complaints process and adjudicating a complaint. Code: principles and values, supporting documents. Complaints management. Good fundraising guarantee.
What are the most frequent complaints? Varied, most common are around sponsorship, fundraising such as bucket collections and unwanted repeated receipt of charity clothing bags. Dionne felt that charities are very good at resolving complaints with some support. How many complaints received a year typically? 12-20 per year go to full investigation.

4. Guest speaker: Leoncha Leavy, Participation Specialist, Scottish Parliament (see presentation)
Nine in the team – majority have third sector background. Lots of time, respect and passion for those working in the sector. Their role is to be a bridge between people with lived experience and decision makers and shine a spotlight on TSI’s and community work. Visiting grassroot groups in each of the 32 local authorities to find out what the local issues are. Leoncha spoke about some of the work they support. Couple events completed and more to follow hopefully. Difference between Scottish Government and Parliament.
Do people really go in and have a look? Yes – team encourage and follow up with everyone they engage with on parliamentary awareness sessions, promoting people’s rights when out in communities. Leoncha then explained Parliament is now dissolved. Each committee has produced a legacy report containing recommendations for every legislation they have been working on for the new committees which will be formed. All members welcome to contact VSGWL with any opportunities they may have coming up which can be extended to the team.
Alan said he had been asked for 3 issues affecting West Lothian and had answered transport, poverty and multi-year funding then asked what’s our opportunity for input? Leoncha answered the new committees. These are mainly driven by Scottish Government legislation however enquiries stand alone and can offer organisations a spotlight on themes. Leoncha asked members present if they had any issues they wished to add. How much engagement has there been from WL [image: ]groups? Mainly been [image: ]national groups – who often have contact with local groups. Anyone can register (see QR code). Keen to make the Parliament a more welcoming space. Importance of real-life experiences and getting those stories heard. Alan thanked Leoncha for coming.


5. Council / Sector working group updates and discussion on ideas / plans
Alan, David, Katherine and Simon met with Dougie and Claire (WLC). Joint report to be presented in June - focus is on Social Enterprises and the work of CDT.s Raymond (Civitas/VSGWL) is drafting the report and Dougie collating Council data. It will be presented in June once signed off.
Third sector community fund closed a couple of weeks ago. Results will be announced in the next couple of weeks. Single item PDSP’s were held regarding WLC budget. For the first time a report was shared showing the comments from elected members which was great to see and this has been fedback. Scottish Government (SG) uplift to WLC will be 2.9% in 26/27 budget allocation. Alan has formally asked that this be passed on to the third sector and awaits formal response. 

6. VSGWL report
Communities Mental Health and Wellbeing Fund Year 5 funds allocated. Waiting for formal confirmation on Year 6. SG additional money allowed for 12 groups to be funded for one year. TSI network continuing to work closely with the mental health directorate on the value and impact this money makes.
	Governance: significant upsurge in enquiries, linked to community centres changes. Governance officer Ray Fallan supporting these.  VSGWL 2nd Volunteer Award ceremony June 4th, 6 categories. SG just announced Third Sector Whole Family community fund. £20m to 10 groups across Scotland to support the eradication for child poverty. Frustration noted re timescales.
	Look out for volunteer opportunities webinar. Getting together collective of volunteers and link them in with handful of organisations. 

7. Forum / Sector updates
a. WL Food Network: Train the Trainer date and location in progress. WLCAN would like to explore potential link in with Growers.
b. Social Enterprise: Forum held a couple of weeks ago at Stadium House. GEKKO and BRAG study visits went well, both different.
c. Employability forum: Focus on LEP investment plan and good to have Claire at the meeting. Members reflected on forums purpose and will review terms of reference. Good presentation from Skills Development Scotland on apprenticeships. Now received grant offer letter. Annual investment plan due May 1st.  
d. WL Volunteer Network: Met online Feb 24th. Great to hear what members are doing through service updates. Positive story from OPAL who accessed Room to Reward - Luxury Breaks for Outstanding Volunteers | CharityConnect Who had presented at a previous meeting.
https://salesforce.123formbuilder.com/form-6733157/volunteer-opportunity-form-new
e. Positive Ageing Services Forum: Next meeting is at Answer House.
f. Children and Families:  Presentation from Lothian Perinatal Collaborative.
g. WL Climate Action Network: New development worker. Annual gathering – all welcome. Partnership with WLYAP – youth environment. 
h. CDT Forum: Alan and Claire have been invited to the April meeting.
i. WL Race Forum: Alan has reached out to MD. Forum due to be held soon.
j. PDSP reps’ updates: Local growth fund replaces shared prosperity fund on April 1st - 70% capital. Regional economic partnership – 1-year transitional year. 
k. Any others? Mental Health forum: meets next week online

8. AOCB
· Photo for social media

9. Meeting Dates and locations
	May 28th – 
The Gateway: will be recorded
	July 30th – 
Play Works
	September 24th – The Gateway
	November 26th - TBC


Actions
1. Get in touch if you have any opportunities to link in with Scottish Parliament

Standing items
· Any member who wishes to act as PDSP deputy please get in touch
· Any member wishing anything shared, please email Victoria.
· Funding tool: Home | West Lothian 4 Community
· Home - Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian
· Policy Development Scrutiny Panels (PDSP) - Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian 

	PDSP
	Rep
	Org
	Date

	Corporate policy and resources
	Stuart Barrie
	VSGWL
	March 19th   April 17th June 19th

	Education
	Simon Henderson
	Simply Play
	March 9th       April 14th    June 9th

	Housing Services
	Silence Chihuri
	FJSS
	March 18th   April 23rd June 23rd

	Public and Community Safety
	Helen Davis
	WLYAP
	March 23rd   April 21st  June 23rd 

	Social Work & Health
	Mike Niles
	Carers of WL
	March 4th        April 16th June 4th

	environment and Sustainability
	Jocelyn Lockhart
	WLCAN
	March 9th   April 21st   June 9th

	Economy Empowerment and Wealth building
	Alan McCloskey
	VSGWL
	March 9th                                June 9th    





Minutes by Victoria Isbister, Sector Support Assistant, VSGWL
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