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West Lothian Volunteer Network
February 24th, 2026, Online 2-3pm

Chair: Linden Raeburn (West Lothian Council) Linden.Raeburn@westlothian.gov.uk
Note Taker: Victoria Isbister (VSGWL) Victoria.Isbister@VSGWL.org
Present: Ray Fallan, Liyan Adnan (VSGWL), Leighann Bishop, Mrs Coulter, Jenifer Harley (Team Jak), Elizabeth Campbell (HCL), Jamie Seery (50+), Sandra Stark, Lee Dolby (Linlithgow CDT), Billie Hamilton (Winchburgh CDT), Ann Holoway, Aynsley Douglas (WLC)
Apologies: Charlie Morris (WL foodbank), Ann Edwards (Food Train)

1. Welcome and Apologies: Linden opened the meeting and suggested doing service updates first as been a while since we’ve met.

1. Service updates
WLC: Offering Pathways to volunteering and SQA level 3 Preparing to volunteer. Started Digi Pals group which seeks to empower people using their IT. Volunteer nomination for Royal Garden party. In final stage of Investing in Volunteer’s accreditation. Registered to become part of peer support network. Rolling out Corporate Approach to volunteering toolkit to tackle changing culture that having a volunteer isn’t a lot of work. 
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/76933/Training-and-Network-Opportunities 
VSGWL (Ray): Working towards Volunteer celebration event on 4th June, registrations will be out soon. April 2nd slideshow information on volunteer management – also working on booklet which will cover a wealth of information. Visited couple orgs at request. Lots of young nominations looking for placements e.g. Duke of Edinburgh. Trustees are also volunteers and important to celebrate their contribution. Trustee Journey event 26th March: recruitment, retention.
VSGWL (Liyan): Employability development officer supporting Ray with volunteering. Making connections within the sector.
Xcite: Lots of volunteers, looking to recruit in West Calder. 3 new ageing well classes. Partnerships with Opal and Whitburn CDT (walking group start and finish from community garden and hoping to run outdoor yoga). Working to event at Strathbrock – look out for invites.
Team Jak: New volunteer coordinator Anna. Recruitment drive for volunteers for Friday lunch club. Jen talked about some of the wonderful activities and celebrations that take place. Can be difficult at times and the support is invaluable. 
HCL: Merging with Siaga to secure both futures. Lots of planned work to support staff and volunteers. No planned changes to WL services offered including community bus and dial a bus. Hopefully open up more group transport opportunities. 
50+: 2 volunteers nominated for Royal Garden party. New groups starting across WL.  Volunteering opportunities within membership, always looking at new opportunities. Working on 3-year strategy – volunteering will be important within this. Annual volunteer lunch event – thank you to 66 (out of 100) volunteers at Bathgate golf club.
OPAL: Volunteer thank you event at Christmas. As a result of guest talk last year from Rooms to Reward went through process (was easy) and drew names out of a hat - 3 volunteers, 1 of whom has booked 2-day break in Glasgow. Developed and delivered guidance session for volunteers who are out and about in community. Sylvia has completed schedule for the year, will advise of any spaces. 6-week Nutrition course about to start. COWL based in Bathgate once a month as well as Bridge Financial advisor. Good to see community space being used. Taylor Swift, Opal light, volunteer dance – check out our Facebook and please share!
Room to Reward - Luxury Breaks for Outstanding Volunteers | CharityConnect
Active schools: Term 1 (Aug-Dec) monitoring registered volunteers with sport Scotland in Dec 2025 was around 300 through our usual end of term reporting.  (In Dec 2023 it was also around 300 so steady trend.)  During the Feb in-service completed various training courses with teaching staff aswell and senior pupils to include:  dance, multisports, competition organiser & SFA level 1.  We anticipate these young people will continue their volunteer role in term 2 & term 3.  
Linlithgow CDT: Recruiting for Volunteer lead who can offer targeted support. In conversation Linlithgow wide and now exploring idea of a central pool of volunteers who could be offered throughout to meet needs including peer support. Volunteer fatigue and recruitment difficulties were common themes. Won environmental champion of the year for repair project volunteers, great to celebrate. Focus on Bridgend. Application in for Development officer. Applied to break a world record – wait to hear from Guiness!
Project Worker Volunteering and Learning Officer with Linlithgow Community Development Trust – Goodmoves
Active Travel Project Manager with Linlithgow Community Development Trust – Goodmoves
CGL: Thank you breakfast for volunteers at Christmas. Looking for ideas for volunteer led activities – this forum very helpful for inspiration.
Whitburn CDT: Been reviewing volunteering recruitment, processes and opportunities while identifying what needs further support. Positive pop-up sessions with Ranger service in partnership with Friends of Polkemmet – 3 new volunteers. Working on 5-year strategy. Training coming up – welcome to join. Quarterly thank you events for volunteers. December was pizza. Afternoon tea next, BBQ in community garden in the summer! billiehamilton@cyrenians.scot 
1. Council Update
Linden thanked everyone for their updates noting similar themes and wondered how best to pull together information that everyone can contribute and share. Ainsley attended VSG Good conversations event and has organised this for WLC. Linden suggested having a focused plan for forum this year. WLVN £929 ringfenced at The Gateway – agreement last time to use this for resources. 
Action Directory of opportunities (LR)
Action WLVN event calendar (LR)
Action WLVN meeting plan for the year (LR)
Action Rotating chair slot (all)
Action WLVN leaflet (LR, marketing volunteer?)
Action Guest Speakers – suggestions welcome (all)

1. AOCB
· Meeting Dates: May 26th in person / August 25th / December 1st in person.
· WLFN: Will be running 3 day train the trainer course (Jamie Oliver Ministry of Food) for members of the WL Food Network. All recipes and branding provided. Once trained, this person can go out and train people in communities. Volunteers can be involved at a later stage. 
Actions
· Create Directory of opportunities (LR)
· WLVN event calendar (LR)
· WLVN meeting plan for the year (LR)
· Rotating chair slot (all)
· WLVN leaflet (LR, marketing volunteer?)
· Guest Speakers – suggestions welcome (all)

Room Hire - Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian
Sign up to our e-bulletin - Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian
Home | West Lothian 4 Community (Funding tool)
West Lothian Volunteer Network - Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian
https://salesforce.123formbuilder.com/form-6733157/volunteer-opportunity-form-new
Volunteer Charter - Volunteer Scotland
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