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Third Sector Forum: Children and Families
Tuesday July 21st: Hybrid 1pm: VSGWL

Present: Tracy Kerr & Victoria Isbister (VSGWL), WL Flames Basketball (3), Collette Moran (School Bank), Catriona Ross (The Larder), Angela Douglas (Play Works), Lesley Frame Whitelaw (Cyrenians), Mallory Hybl (Scottish Mediation), Naurice Kernachan (CAB), Wilma Murray (COWL). Apologies: Gareth McKenna (BUSC), Daisy Drop In, Sharlene Boyd (WLC), Tracy Murdoch (Kidzeco)

1. Welcome and Apologies
Helen opened the meeting and introductions were made. 

2. Agency Presentation: Lesley (Cyrenians): HMP Addiewell Visitor Centre
Some of the core work includes information, advice and emotional support. Been looking at service gaps. Lesley explained some of the family support provided including recent fun day. First prison that Cyrenians services are running from. Malcolm's story - HMP Addiewell Visitor Centre

3. Agency Presentation: WL Flames: westlothianflamesbasketball@gmail.com
See presentation. Based in Winchburgh – looking to bring Basketball to young people across WL. A clear gap in local provision was identified through conversations and evidenced by positive responses from google survey. They offer alternative activity for those not interested in football. Helps young people to stay active and builds confidence, friendship and teamwork.  
Discussion about historical basketball groups which ran short term and seemed popular.
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4. Agency Presentation: Scottish Mediation: Mallory@scottishmediation.org.uk
Please see presentation. Training delivered in 2 primary schools in WL – would love to train in more! Helen asked whether training could be delivered out with school (young people and staff) – yes. The cost element includes all resources. £900 cost = up to 24 staff (£38 per person - Partnership opportunity!). Are there any funding opportunities which could help with these costs?

5. Action note from previous meeting: May: actions and matters arising: 
· Children & Families Strategic Planning group: Get in touch if there’s anything you would like raised: All
· C&FSPG: Request in person meeting – TK/AMC (TSWG?)
· C&FSPG: Build in time to discuss feedback for agenda: Sept 22nd VI
· Feedback at third sector working group SH

6. Feedback from other meetings 
a. Children & Families Strategic Planning group meeting: September. This is the avenue to Scottish Government (via WLC). Opportunity to have a presentation space. Feedback appreciated. Helen will try and prepare information in December ahead of agreed January focus meeting. Videos / interaction welcome! Tracy advised we have started doing videos for monthly Org in Spotlight – perhaps we could feature CHF groups? Discussion on benefits and impact of professional meeting. Other ideas: Infographic, photos.
b. Alcohol Drug Partnership: Next meeting is August. sami.cormack@wldas.org running Mental Health Matters for 50+. Responding to need - Gillian in post for Vaping project and preparing to deliver training. 
c. Community Safety group: Time changed at last minute so Helen was unable to attend. Fire at skate park – thanks to WLC for agreeing to repairs. 
d. Mental Health oversight group: 3 partnerships. Helen sits on planning group - Journey mapping Action HD Conference at Howden Park last month – presentation about what supports are available for workers, promote good mental health. Trauma networking theme. Held four times per year.
e. Food Network:  West Lothian Food Network – West Lothian Food Network is a registered charity in Scotland No. SC053304 Meeting yesterday discussing WLCAN funding application. Food poverty remains an issue. Education needs strengthened – how to use fruit and veg. It is hoped that Jamie Oliver Ministry of Food Train the Trainer session end of September will help address this. Jamie Oliver's Ministry of Food
f. Social Enterprise: Firefly Arts hosted and presentation. Firefly Arts |
g. Climate Action Group: Eco Development Fund - West Lothian Climate Action Network



h. CAB Update: Child Poverty Steering Group / In work poverty update
· The child poverty Steering group has been re-established, and the initial meeting took place on the 28/05/26 with the next meeting due to take place on the 23/07/26. Canvassing members for
· In work poverty work is continuing at CAB. We work to support clients who are employed and looking for income maximisation advice. The client can be currently off sick from work and seeking advice or seeking advice on behalf of a partner who is working. As part of this service, we will offer clients holistic advice. This can include completing benefit form/applications and looking at client's circumstance and sick pay entitlements. 

7. The Promise (Caroline)
Promise update – No specific update due to changing in leadership within WLC another meeting due and will update after this. GIRFEC working group – In person practitioner event planned for 02.10.26 awaiting confirmation for of venue. When I have this will circulate around the group.
8. Whole Family Wellbeing Fund: 
No update – meeting in 2 weeks time, has been rescheduled several times due to low attendance.

9. Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian (Tracy / Victoria)
· Third Sector Strategy Group - Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian
· Third Sector Peer support group: Join Our Quarterly Third Sector Peer Support Group - Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian 5-7pm Wednesday August 12th.
· Third Sector annual report has been published: Social Enterprise
· Successful events include Football Networking and Volunteer Celebration.
· Attended supporting the Third Sector meeting this morning – Glasgow did a presentation about a collaborative funding application which was interesting.
· Mental Health and Wellbeing Fund: Confirmation from Scottish Government (SG) for Year 6. Organisations awarded for 2 years do not need to reapply, just complete evaluation report. Guidance to follow for small grant applications (40-50k) from September 8th. SG intimating likelihood of Year 7 fund. 

10. AOCB
· Agenda items / meeting format: Is the information in this forum helpful? Presentations are useful. Ideas: break into sections. What are the similarities between TS CHF orgs? (thematic – e.g. practical skills / mental health). Include updates on agenda – Victoria happy to collate.  
· 2026 meetings: Dates, location and guest speaker – online only meetings? Tracy asked online feedback: Catriona said she found gave feedback – online easier, schedule, 

Actions
· Children & Families Strategic Planning group: Get in touch if there’s anything you would like raised: All
· C&FSPG: Request in person meeting – TK/AMC (TSWG?)
· C&FSPG: Build in time to discuss feedback for agenda: Sept 22nd VI
· Feedback at third sector working group SH
· Share journey mapping format – HD
· Feedback from all members about what they want from this time - HD




	September 22nd
	In person only, School Bank
	Collette confirmed vi 19.05

	November 17th
	Hybrid, The Gateway
	Tbc

	January
	
	Children & Families Strategic Planning group

	March
	
	Children and Families Annual report

	May
	
	tbc



Useful links
Room Hire - Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian
Sign up to our e-bulletin - Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian
Home | West Lothian 4 Community (Funding tool)
https://salesforce.123formbuilder.com/form-6733157/volunteer-opportunity-form-new
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