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West Lothian Social Enterprise Forum Note
2nd September 2026: 10am - 11.30am @ The Gateway (Hybrid)
Present: Nicola Welsh (Fauldhouse), Chuks Ododo (DataKirk), Victoria Isbister, Raymond Branton (VSGWL). Apologies: Jane Deary (Almond Enterprises), Angela Moohan (The Larder), Daisy drop in, Mark Vance (WLDAS), Dervla Lockhart, Leigh Lauder (Winchburgh CDT), Helen Davis (WLYAP)

1. Welcome, apologies and introductions:   Raymond opened the meeting.

2. Previous minutes from 24th June: Thanks to firefly for hosting the last meeting.

3. Partnership & Consortia working planning
Background work identifying opportunities. Raymond has put together two briefing papers: one for novices and one for organisations who are more advanced. Will be running an event to bring people together and learn about whose doing what, help people make connections. Victoria will issue a Poll for date in October, a morning / afternoon or evening for  2-3hours.

4. Social Enterprise conference for May 12th, 2027
Event as a result of forum discussion. Aim to promote and develop SE. Initial steering group have met. Event will be opened by minister for business and fair work. There will be workshops, keynote speakers and marketplace for stalls. Business enterprise focus and primarily WL organisations but can be opened up. 9.30am – 3.30pm. Howden Park Centre. Plenty parking and lunch included - £20 for members of VSGWL. £40 non-members. Workshop ideas can include: SE finance and opportunities, sustainable growth: how to be more enterprising, resilience, procurement. 
Connect, Learn, Inspire. 

5. Review of future forum structure and content
Low engagement at forums across VSGWL. We understand capacity issues across sector. Victoria therefore completed a survey with members of sector where key themes were confirmed. Nicola said in North Lanarkshire (where she worked), the TSI held and shared 2 locality events a year. They also found low attendance at forums. Nicola is new to role and has joined 3 forums however only works 3 days a week. Raymond suggested cancelling the next 2 forum meetings as there are other ways to share information. Members receptive to Quarterly meetings.
6. Members’ news and updates
Fauldhouse & Breich: Nicola is new to development officer role and open to ideas. Thinking about: how to better use space, how to supply food parcels, how they run groups (currently free to attend, donations welcomed), running cooking courses. Have a barista machine – training is run by schools, would be good if staff could be trained then they could potentially run and hold a cafe. Nicola explored some thoughts she has had about how to be more sustainable and continue to support community: difficult to bring in nominal charges however there are costs which need covered.
West Lothian Food Network | Connecting Communities with Local Food Resources
Triceratops Training for small chartable organisations
Themes: Antipoverty, mental health and wellbeing.
AOCB
· Buy Social Catalogue – WL organisations can be featured
· Information will now be collated and issued in Bulletins - 
· September 30th – Carers funding
· September 16th – Volunteer showcase online, 10 organisations will talk to volunteers about their opportunities, informal, Q&A: News - Page 2 of 29 - Voluntary Sector Gateway West Lothian

Actions
1. October poll for partnership event – Victoria
2. Contact Raymond with any ideas for keynote speakers or workshop themes – All
3. Save the date May 12th! All members
4. Review forum TOR – Victoria / Raymond
5. Cancel 2026 meetings – Victoria (completed)
6. Circulate information sheet - Victoria
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